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that chief, set limits to the control which the
latter aimed at exercising over his administration.
When, after Tukojee Holkur's death in 1797,
Sindheea had, by espousing the cause of one of
the legitimate sons, and by circumventing and
slaying the other, established his entire ascen-
dancy over the concerns of this rival family, he
made no scruple of straitening the P&hwa's
authority at Poona. To earn his favour, Bajce
Rao put to death Eithojee, the brother of Jus-
wunt Rao, both of whom were bastard sons of
Tukojee Holkur. This act, which was com-
mitted in the firm belief that the Holkur interest
was irretrievably ruined, occasioned the irrecon-
cileable hatred of Juswunt Rao, and prevented a
resort to the old policy of opposing the Holkur to
the Sindheea party, when the fortunes of the
former family were restored by the abilities and
activity of the surviving bastard. Thencefor-
ward, the only counterpoise to Sindheea seemed
to be the British power; and as it was an early
object of Lord Wellesley's policy, to detach the
Poona state from the other Mahratta chieftainss
and bring it under the influence of the British
government, it became Bajee Rao's study to
affect to receive favourably the overtures made
him on the subject; and, by keeping up the ap-
peatance of a secret negotiation with the British
Resident* to excite Sindheea's alarms, whenever